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HIGHLIGHTS 
November 28 - December 4, 2004 


Highlights provided by USDA/WAOB 


C old weather gripped areas from the Pacific Coast 
eastward to the central and southern High Plains. 
In southern California’s winter agricultural regions, 
including the San Joaquin and Imperial Valleys, cold 
weather helped to acclimate citrus trees to wintry conditions 
but necessitated protective measures. including the 
activation of sprinkler systems, to protect some winter crops 
from freeze damage. Farther’ east, 
weekly temperatures generally ranged from 10 to 20°F 
below normal from the Great Basin to the central Rockies. 
Meanwhile, favorably dry weather prevailed on the 
southern Plains, although low temperatures slowed 

(Continued on page 3) 
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(Continued from front cover) 

evaporation rates and helped to 

maintain wet field conditions. Adverse 

effects from the southern High 

Plains’ wetness included stress on 

livestock and additional delays in 

cotton, sorghum, and _ peanut 

harvesting. Farther north, early-week 

snow blanketed the central Plains. In 

contrast, mild, dry weather continued 

to reduce soil moisture reserves on the 

northern Plains, where weekly 

temperatures averaged as much as 

10°F above normal. Mild, dry weather 

also prevailed in the upper Midwest, 

promoting late-season corn harvesting 

Elsewhere in the Midwest, light rain 

and snow showers across the southern 

and eastern Corn Belt slowed final 

summer crop harvesting and other 

fieldwork. Farther south, another wet 

week maintained soggy conditions and 

hampered late-autumn fieldwork from the southeastern Plains 
to the Tennessee Valley, including the Delta. Elsewhere, 
cool, dry weather in the southern Atlantic States contrasted 
with mild, wet conditions in the Northeast. 


Early in the week, heavy snow fell across the central Plains 
and parts of the Intermountain West. On November 28, 
daily-record totals in Utah included 25.0 inches at Brian 
Head, 12.0 inches in Nephi, and | 1.0 inches in Fillmore 
Farther east, daily totals reached 13.0 inches in Lander, WY: 
9.9 inches in North Platte, NE; and 9.7 inches in Cheyenne, 
WY. North Platte’s total represented its snowiest day since 
March 28, 1980, when 11.6 inches fell. On the central High 
Plains, snow lingered into November 29, when Dodge City, 
KS (5.5 inches), received a daily-record total. 


From the Plains westward, very cold air trailed the storminess, 
resulting in more than 200 daily-record lows. In addition, 
monthly record lows were set or tied on November 30 in 
several locations, including Imperial, CA (32°F, equaling the 
record set on November 17, 1958); Santa Barbara, CA (30°F, 
equaling the record set on November 19, 2000, and on several 
earlier dates); and Grand Junction, CO (-4°F, breaking the 
record of -2°F established on November 28, 1976). Grand 
Junction also achieved daily-record lows (2, -4, -2, 0, 0, and 
2°F) on 6 consecutive days from November 29 - December 4, 
its second-longest such streak behind a 10-day cold snap in 
February 1903. The last day of November featured the week’s 
coldest weather in locations such as Alamosa, CO (-20°F), and 
Alliance, NE (-18°F). Farther west, Bakersfield, CA, 
reported freezes (30, 29, 27, 28, 28, and 28°F) on 6 
consecutive mornings from November 29 - December 4, setting 
or tying records each day. Another California location noting 
SIX consecutive freezes and daily-record lows was Salinas (27, 
30, 30, 30, 31, and 29°F). In addition to the spate of record 
lows, Cedar City, UT (22°F on November 29), was among the 
locations noting its lowest maximum temperature on record for 
November (previously, 23°F on November 14, 1964, and 
November 19, 1956) 


Extreme Minimum Temperature (°F) 
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In contrast, record warmth was confined to the western Gulf 
Coast region, where McAllen, TX, notched a daily-record 
high of 92°F on November 29. Meanwhile, heavy rain fell 
sporadically across the South and East during the first half of 
the week. Daily-record totals for November 28 included 3.74 
inches in Mt. Pocono, PA, and 2.01 inches in Cape Hatteras, 
NC. Two days later, London, KY (2.08 inches), collected a 
daily-record total for November 30. The first day of December 
featured additional daily rainfall records in the Northeast, 
including 1.37 inches in Providence, RI, and 1.15 inches in 
Bangor, ME. Significant snow was confined to northern 
New England, where Caribou, ME, measured 6.0 inches on 
December |. High winds also swept across the Northeast on 
December |, gusting to 68 m.p.h. in Nantucket, MA, and 61 
m.p.h. in Dubois, PA. Elsewhere in the East, year-to-date 
precipitation through December 5 reached 51.48 inches (138 
percent of normal) in Bluefield, WV, eclipsing its 1972 annual 
record of 51.29 inches In western Pennsylvania, 
Pittsburgh’s year-to-date total climbed to 55.31 inches (156 
percent of normal), further exceeding its former 1990 standard 
of 52.24 inches 


For the third consecutive week, unusually mild weather 
prevailed across much of Alaska, where weekly temperatures 
averaged as much as 24°F above normal. Cold Bay (50°F on 
November 28) was among the Alaskan locations to establish 
a daily-record high. Stormy weather affected much of southern 
Alaska, boosting December 1-5 precipitation to 2.10 inches 
(269 percent of normal) in Cold Bay and 0.72 inch (480 
percent) in Anchorage, including 9.0 inches of snow. Pelican, 
in southeastern Alaska, netted weekly rainfall totaling 10.90 
inches, more than half (5.79 inches) of which fell on December 
3. Farther south, widespread, generally light showers 
accompanied warm weather (as much as 3°F above normal) in 
Hawaii. Weekly rainfall reached 3.95 inches in Hilo, on the 
Big Island. However, showers continued to bypass some 
areas, including Kahului, Maui. Kahului completed its third 
consecutive month with record-low rainfall, measuring just a 
trace (2.17 inches below normal) during November. 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending December 4, 2004 
Data Provided by Climate Prediction Center (301-763-8000, Ext. 7503) 
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Based on 1971-2000 normals *** Not Available 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending December 4, 2004 
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WICHITA 
JACKSON 
LEXINGTON 
LOUISVILLE 
PADUCAH 
BATON ROUGE 
LAKE CHARLES 
NEW ORLEANS 
SHREVEPORT 
CARIBOU 
PORTLAND 
BALTIMORE 
BOSTON 
WORCESTER 
ALPENA 

GRAND RAPIDS 
HOUGHTON LAKE 
LANSING 
MUSKEGON 
TRAVERSE CITY 
DULUTH 

INT'L FALLS 
MINNEAPOLIS 
ROCHESTER 

ST. CLOUD 
JACKSON 
MERIDIAN 
TUPELO 
COLUMBIA 
KANSAS CITY 
SAINT LOUIS 
SPRINGFIELD 
BILLINGS 

BUTTE 
GLASGOW 
GREAT FALLS 
HAVRE 
KALISPELL 
MISSOULA 
GRAND ISLAND 
LINCOLN 
NORFOLK 
NORTH PLATTE 
OMAHA 
SCOTTSBLUFF 
VALENTINE 

ELY 

LAS VEGAS 
RENO 
WINNEMUCCA 
CONCORD 
NEWARK 
ALBUQUERQUE 
ALBANY 
BINGHAMTON 
BUFFALO 
ROCHESTER 
SYRACUSE 
ASHEVILLE 
CHARLOTTE 
GREENSBORO 
HATTERAS 
RALEIGH 
WILMINGTON 
BISMARCK 
DICKINSON 
FARGO 

GRAND FORKS 
JAMESTOWN 
WILLISTON 8 
AKRON-CANTON 43 
CINCINNATI 47 
CLEVELAND 44 
COLUMBUS 46 
DAYTON 45 
MANSFIELD 43 


Based on 1971-2000 normals 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending December 4, 2004 
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*** Not Available 


NOTE: These data are preliminary and subject to change. 


In the past, precipitation totals from a number of stations have been incomplete. 
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November Weather and Crop Summary 





Weather 





Weather summary provided by USDA/WAOB 


Incessant precipitation on the southern Plains stressed livestock, 
threatened open-boll cotton, and limited fieldwork, including 
cotton, sorghum, and peanut harvesting. Wet weather across the 
southem Corn Belt and much of the South also hampered 
fieldwork, including winter wheat planting and final summer 
crop harvesting. Especially wet conditions prevailed from the 
western Gulf Coast region to the Delta, where monthly rainfall 
locally in excess of one foot caused lowland flooding and left 
standing water in some fields. In contrast, mostly dry weather 
across the upper Midwest promoted late-season corn and 
sunflower harvesting. Generally: dry conditions also prevailed 
on the northern High Plains, where mild weather favored winter 
wheat development, despite limited soil moisture reserves. 
Elsewhere on the Plains, soil moisture remained adequate to 
locally excessive in key winter wheat areas. From the Rockies 
westward, meanwhile, stormy weather in the Great Basin and 
the Four Comers States contrasted with drier-than-normal 
conditions in the Northwest. Southwestern storminess continued 
to provide limited relief from a multi-year drought, but meager 
high-elevation snowpacks became an increasing concern in the 
northern Rockies. Late in the month, back-to-back snowstorms 
disrupted pre-Thanksgiving travel in the Midwest and post- 
holiday travel from the Intermountain West to the central Plains, 
respectively 


Cool, unsettled weather in the Southwest contrasted with mild, 
mostly dry weather across the northern Plains and upper 
Midwest. Monthly temperatures averaged as muchas 6°F below 
normal in southern California, but ranged from 4 to 8°F above 
normal from Montana to the upper Mississippi Valley. The 
Southwestern chill was most pronounced toward month’s end, 
when freezes as far south as California’s Imperial Valley forced 
some winter crop producers to take protective measures, 
including the activation of sprinkler systems, to guard against 
damage. East of the Rockies, cooler-than-normal weather (as 
much as 4°F below normal) was confined to the southern High 
Plains, while near-normal temperatures were observed along the 
Atlantic Seaboard. Readings generally ranged from 2 to 6°F 
above normal from the central Gulf Coast region northward to 
the Great Lakes States. 


In late November and early December, cold air trailing a post- 
Thanksgiving storm resulted in more than 200 daily-record lows 
from the Plains westward. In addition, monthly record lows 
were set or tied on November 30 in several locations, including 
Imperial, CA (32°F, equaling the record set on November 17, 
1958), Santa Barbara, CA (30°F, equaling the record set on 
November 19, 2000, and on several earlier dates); and Grand 
Junction, CO (-4°F, breaking the record of -2°F established on 
November 28, 1976). Grand Junction also achieved daily-record 
lows (2, -4, -2, 0, 0, and 2°F) on 6 consecutive days from 
November 29 - December 4, its second-longest such streak 
behind a 10-day cold snap in February 1903. November 30 
featured the month’s coldest weather in locations such as 
Alamosa, CO (-20°F), and Alliance, NE (-18°F). Farther west, 
Bakersfield, CA, reported freezes (30, 29, 27, 28, 28, and 28°F) 
on 6 consecutive mornings from November 29 - December 4, 
setting or tying records each day. Another California location 


noting six consecutive freezes and daily-record lows was Salinas 
(27, 30, 30, 30, 31, and 29°F). In addition to the spate of record 
lows, Cedar City, UT (22°F on November 29), was among the 
locations noting its lowest maximum temperature on record for 
November (previously 23°F on November 14, 1964, and 
November 19, 1956). 


In contrast, McAllen, TX, posted a daily-record high of 92°F on 
November 29, its second-warmest reading of the month behind 
a high of 94°F on November |. Farther north, early-month 
warmth was also impressive in the East and Midwest. Monthly 
record highs were set or tied in locations such as Asheville, NC 
(81°F on November 1 ), and Jackson, K Y (82°F on November 2) 
In Iowa, Sioux City’s high of 80°F on November 6 marked its 
second-latest autumn observance of a maximum temperature of 
80°F or higher, behind November 8, 1999. In Minneapolis, MN, 
below-normal temperatures prevailed on only 2 days (November 
11 and 12) during the month. Meteorological autumn ended in 
Minneapolis with average temperatures equal to or greater than 
normal on 40 of 42 days (October 20 - November 30), capping 
its sixth-warmest fall (51.7°F, or 3.6°F above normal) on record. 
Similarly, Marquette, MI (46.9°F, or 4.6°F above normal), 
completed its second-warmest autumn behind 47.3°F in 1963 


Late-season warmth resulted in some unusually late first-freeze 
dates across the South. Jackson, TN, noted its latest first freeze 
on record with a low of 29°F on November 28, erasing a 
standard established on November 17, 1988. It was the second- 
latest first freeze on record in several locations, including 
London, KY (31°F on November 9), and Huntsville, AL (32°F 
on November 26). Huntsville’s latest first autumn freeze on 
record occurred on December 5, 1978 


Some of the South’s heaviest rain fell around midmonth, when 
November 13-17 totals in western Texas included 3.93 inches in 
Midland and 4.35 inches in Lubbock. A few days later, 
Victoria, TX, measured daily-record totals (6.94, 2.38, and 1.56 
inches) on 3 consecutive days from November 20-22. By 
month’s end, records were established in Victoria for both 
November (16.14 inches) and annual rainfall (71.79 inches), 
eclipsing standards established in 1998 (10.11 inches) and 1997 
(67.18 inches), respectively. In the western Gulf Coast region, 
some river basins were overwhelmed by the heavy rainfall. For 
example, major flooding was reported along the San Antonio 
River at Goliad, TX, where a crest of 8.86 feet above flood stage 
was topped by a crest 15.42 feet above flood stage on November 
27. November precipitation records were established in several 
locations across the South, including: 


Record-High November Precipitation (Inches) 


Location Total Normal Previous Record 
Victoria, TX 16.14 2.64 10.11 in 1998 
Pinson, AL 14.13 4.88 not available 
Austin (Mabry), TX 14.10 2.68 10.00 in 2001 
Jasper, AL 10.84 4.69 9.87 in 2000 
San Antonio, TX 9.46 2.58 .16 in 1874 
Wichita Falls, TX 6.86 1.68 5.69 in 1957 
Lubbock, TX 6.65 0.71 3.45 in 2001 
Midland, TX 5.42 0.65 in 1968 
Del Rio, TX 4.7] 0.96 in 1913 
Hanksville, UT 2.63 0.41 in 1957 
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Significant dry spots east of the northern Rockies were generally 
limited to the northern Plains, upper Midwest, and southern 
Florida, where Miami (0.34 inch, or 10 percent of normal) noted 
its seventh-driest November. Farther north, locations reporting 
November totals that were less than one-tenth ofan inch and less 
than 10 percent of normal included Billings, MT (0.06 inch), 
Fargo, ND (0.05 inch), and Rapid City, SD (0.01 inch). 


Propelled by the third-greatest November tornado outbreak on 
record, the Nation’s preliminary tornado count reached 115, 
according to the Storm Prediction Center. More than 75 
tornadoes struck the South (from eastern Texas to the southern 
Atlantic States) from November 22-24, ranking behind 
outbreaks on November 23-24, 1992, and November 9-1 1, 2002. 
Severe thunderstorms during November have been fairly 
common in recent years; the Nation’s final monthly count in 
November 2002 was 98 tornadoes, and there were | 12 tornadoes 
reported in November 2001. There were three fatalities 
associated with the 2004 outbreak (one apiece in Texas, 
Louisiana, and Mississippi) from the afternoon of November 23 
into the pre-dawn hours of the following day 


During November, Western precipitation was abundant in the 
Great Basin and the Four Corners States, but scarce across the 
West Coast States and the northem Rockies. In western 
Colorado, Grand Junction received  well-above-normal 
precipitation (1.86 inches, or 262 percent of normal) and 
snowfall (10.5 inches, or 457 percent). In Nevada, 7.0 inches of 
snow blanketed Reno on November 27, while monthly rainfall 
reached 1.71 inches (552 percent of normal) in Las Vegas. In 
contrast, November rainfall totaled less than one-tenth of an inch 
(and less than 10 percent of normal) in locations such as Santa 
Barbara, CA, and Wenatchee, WA. Extremely dry conditions 
prevailed in much of Montana, where Missoula (0.20 inch, or 21 
percent of normal) registered its driest November on record and 
Cut Bank (a trace, or 0.42 inch below normal) noted its driest 
November since 1953 


East of the Rockies, significant snow fell on several occasions, 
mostly in a band stretching northeastward from the central and 
southern High Plains. In northern Maine, most (9.7 inches) of 
Caribou’s 1 1.3-inch month snowfall accumulated on November 
5. It was Caribou’s third-earliest snowfall of 8 inches or greater, 
behind 9.4 inches on October 29, 1963, and 8.4 inches on 
October 29, 2000. Farther south, the Blue Hill Observatory in 
Milton, MA, clocked a westerly wind gust to 69 m.p.h. on 
November 5. Snow was equally a factor in northern Texas and 
northern Maine. Snow fell on 4 November days in both Caribou 
and Amarillo, TX, totaling 13.8 inches (575 percent of normal) 
in the latter location. The majority of Amarillo’s snow fell on 
November 2 (8.4 inches) and 13 (4.4 inches), propelling the 
Texas city to its snowiest November on record (previously, 13.6 
inches in 1952). Elsewhere, the day before Thanksgiving 
(November 24) featured daily-record snowfall totals in locations 
such as Grand Rapids, MI (9.7 inches); Peoria, IL (5.8 inches); 
and South Bend, IN (5.0 inches). Peoria received more snow on 
only two earlier autumn dates: November 6, 1951 (6.5 inches), 
and November 17, 1926 (6.2 inches). Another snow storm 
arrived following the Thanksgiving holiday, striking from the 
central Plains westward. On November 28, daily-record totals 
in Utah included 25.0 inches at Brian Head, 12.0 inches in 
Nephi, and 11.0 inches in Fillmore. Farther east, daily totals 
reached 13.0 inches in Lander, WY, and 9.9 inches in North 
Platte, NE. North Platte’s total represented its snowiest day 
since March 28, 1980, when 11.6 inches fell. On the central 


High Plains, snow lingered into November 29, when Dodge 
City, KS (5.5 inches), received a daily-record total. 


Areas north and west of the primary snow bands were 
remarkably free of wintry conditions. Monthly snowfall was 5 
percent of normal or less in locations such as Buffalo, NY (0.2 
inch), and Minneapolis, MN (0.5 inch). In Wisconsin, Green 
Bay’s season-to-date snowfall stood at a trace, while Huron, SD, 
continued to await its first flake of snow. Huron’s former record 
for the date of the season’s latest first trace of snow was 
November 26, 2001. Elsewhere in South Dakota, the season’s 
first measurable snow (0.4 inch) fell in Rapid City on November 
23, narrowly missing its record-late date of November 24, 1952. 
In addition, Rapid City’s monthly precipitation of 0.01 inch 
(0.60 inch below normal) represented its driest November since 
1939, when only a trace fell. 


Mild weather in Alaska helped to boost monthly temperatures as 
much as 9°F above normal. The month ended on an especially 
warm note, featuring a daily-record high of 50°F on November 
28 in Cold Bay. Significant precipitation was confined to 
southern Alaska, where monthly totals reached 11.62 inches 
(175 percent of normal) in Kodiak, 9.56 inches (174 percent) in 
Valdez, and 8.38 inches (155 percent) in Juneau. While 
Juneau’s monthly snowfall totaled just 1.9 inches (15 percent of 
normal), far below its November 2003 total of 20.6 inches, 
Valdez measured 69.7 inches 


In Hawaii, the month opened in the midst of a wet spell that 
boosted 10-day rainfall totals as high as 16.80 inches on Oahu 
at the Manoa Lyon Arboretum. Elsewhere on Oahu, Honolulu 
netted 4.93 inches of rain on November 4-5 and received 5.95 
inches in a 4-day period ending November 7. Heavy rain 
returned at midmonth, when 48-hour totals on the Big Island 
included 9.97 inches in Honokaa and 7.13 inches in Mountain 
View. On Maui, West Wailuaiki received 13.71 inches on 
November 14. However, showers continued to bypass some 
areas, including Kahului, Maui. Kahului completed its third 
consecutive month with record-low rainfall, measuring just a 
trace (2.17 inches below normal) during November 





Fieldwork 





Fieldwork summary provided by USDA/NASS 


Above-normal temperatures prevailed across most of the Nation. 
Only in the central and southern High Plains, the Southwest, and 
parts of the Pacific Northwest were temperatures below normal 
Heavy rainfall severely hampered fieldwork in the southern 
Great Plains, where summer crop harvesting trailed the normal 
progress. Heavy rain also limited fieldwork in the Mississippi 
Delta and adjacent areas of the Southeast. The southern Atlantic 
Coast was mostly dry, favoring cotton and peanut harvesting. 
while moderate precipitation fell in the central and northem 
Atlantic Coast States. Mostly dry conditions prevailed across 
the northern Great Plains and northern Corn Belt, but harvest 
continued to lag well behind normal due to delayed crop 
development and maturation. Across the central Corn Belt, corn 
and soybean harvesting proceeded at a near-normal pace, with 
only minor delays from moderate rainfall. Snow began to 
accumulate in the northern and central Rocky Mountains and the 
Great Basin. Moderate to heavy precipitation fell in the coastal 
areas of the Pacific Northwest, while the crop-producing areas 
further inland were mostly dry, allowing winter wheat planting 
to progress at or near the normal pace. 
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Less than two-thirds of the Nation’s corn crop was harvested at 
the beginning of the month, mostly due to delayed development 
in the northern Great Plains and northern Com Belt. By month’s 
end, harvest had advanced to 95 percent complete, compared 
with 99 percent for last year and the 5-year average. At that 
time, harvest was complete in the Southeast and Texas and 
nearly complete in most other States. However, progress 
continued to lag behind in the northern Great Plains and northern 
Com Belt. With just 75 percent of their acreage harvested as of 
November 28, North Dakota growers were over 4 weeks behind 
their normal pace. Harvest was also 3 weeks behind normal in 
Minnesota and 2 weeks behind in Wisconsin. 


The sorghum crop reached 95 percent mature on November 7, 
two percentage points ahead of last year but 3 points behind the 
5-year average. Maturation was at or near completion 
everywhere except New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas 
Harvest continued to lag well behind normal during November. 
At month’s end, 85 percent of the acreage had been harvested, 
7 points behind last year and 11 points behind normal. Progress 
was 3 weeks behind normal nationwide and at least 1 week 
behind in all States, except Arkansas and Louisiana, where 
harvest was complete before the end of October. Colorado, 
Kansas, and Missouri growers were 3 weeks behind normal, 
while Oklahoma and Texas producers trailed their normal 
harvest pace by 4 weeks. 


On November 21, 95 percent of the winter wheat crop had been 
planted, 3 points behind last year and | point behind normal 
Planting was complete across the Pacific Northwest, Rocky 
Mountains, and northern and central Great Plains, and nearly 
complete in the Cor Belt. In Arkansas and Missouri, however, 
just 73 percent of the acreage had been planted, 17 and 22 points 
behind normal, respectively. Emergence progressed ahead of 
the normal pace throughout the month. By November 28, 93 
percent of the crop had emerged, | point behind last year but 
2 points ahead of the 5-year national average. Although 
emergence trailed | week behind normal in Arkansas, Illinois, 
Indiana, and Missouri, progress was at or ahead of normal in 
most other States 


The soybean harvest continued to 
trail the normal pace, reaching 
95 percent complete on 
November 21, three points behind 
last year and the 5-year average 
At that time, growers in Iowa 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Nebraska 
and South Dakota had finished 
harvesting their crop at or ahead of 
the normal pace However, 
progress was behind normal in 
most other States, with Kansas, 
Missouri, and Tennessee producers 
trailing their normal harvest pace 
by 10 points. 
Harvesting of sunflower 
progressed rapidly during the 
month. On October 31, just 
25 percent of the acreage had been 
harvested, compared with 
89 percent last year and 76 percent 
for the 5-year average. However, 


E 


harvest had advanced to 92 percent complete by month’s end, 


just 8 points behind last year and 5 points behind normal 


Colorado growers had completed harvesting their acreage ahead 
of the normal pace, but progress was behind normal across the 
Great Plains. In Kansas, only 85 percent of the acreage had 
been harvested by month’s end, 3 weeks behind normal. 


Ninety-five percent of the Nation’s peanut acreage had been 
harvested by the end of the month, 3 points behind last year and 
2 points behind normal. Harvest was nearly complete across the 
Southeast, with only Florida growers having fields left to be 
harvested. In the southern Great Plains, however, harvest was 
hampered by heavy rainfall and lagged behind normal. Texas 
producers had harvested just 75 percent of their acreage, 
compared with 92 percent last year and 85 percent for the 
average. 


On November 7, bolls were open on 95 percent of the cotton 
acreage, 2 points behind last year and 4 points behind normal. 
Boll opening was complete or nearly completed in all States, 
except Texas, where only 88 percent of the crop had open bolls, 
compared with the normal 98 percent. Harvest progressed 
slowly during the month, advancing just 22 points. By month’s 
end, 75 percent of the acreage was harvested, compared with 
83 percent last year and 85 percent for the 5-year average. In 
the southern Great Plains, harvest was hampered by heavy 
rainfall and wet conditions, lagging 3 weeks behind normal in 
Oklahoma and 4 weeks behind in Texas. Harvest also lagged 
slightly behind normal in the Southwest. However, Louisiana 
and Mississippi growers had completed harvesting their crops, 
and progress was slightly ahead of normal across most of the 
Southeast 


[he sugarbeet harvest was 96 percent complete on November 7, 
two points behind last year and | point behind normal. Harvest 
was nearly complete in the Red River Valley, where Minnesota 
and North Dakota growers had harvested 99 percent of their 
acreage. Harvest was 92 percent complete in Idaho and 
86 percent complete in Michigan 


xlreme Minimum Temperature (°F) 


November 2004 
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TEMPERATURE AND PRECIPITATION SUMMARY 
November 2004 
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BIRMINGHAM 
HUNTSVILLE 
MOBILE 
MONTGOMERY 
ANCHORAGE 
BARROW 
COLD BAY 
FAIRBANKS 
JUNEAU 

KING SALMON 
KODIAK 

NOME 
FLAGSTAFF 
PHOENIX 
TUCSON 

FORT SMITH 
LITTLE ROCK 
BAKERSFIELD 
EUREKA 
FRESNO 

LOS ANGELES 
REDDING 
SACRAMENTO 
SAN DIEGO 
SAN FRANCISCO 
STOCKTON 
ALAMOSA 

CO SPRINGS 
DENVER 
GRAND JUNCTION TUPELO 
PUEBLO 3g 1 0.0C COLUMBIA 
BRIDGEPORT 2 3 JOPLIN 
HARTFORD 0 3é KANSAS CITY 
WASHINGTON SPRINGFIEL 
WILMINGTON 7 2 ST JOSEPH 
DAYTONA BEACH ST LOUIS 
FT LAUDERDALE : 3 3 BILLINGS 
FT MYERS 7 BUTTE 
JACKSONVILLE 6 9 GLASGOW 
KEY WEST 1 - GREAT FALLS 
MELBOURNE 0 1 HELENA 
MIAMI 1 ) KALISPELL 
ORLANDO MILES CITY 
PENSACOLA 6 : g MISSOULA 
ST PETERSBURG : ( GRAND ISLAND 
TALLAHASSEE 
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SIOUX CITY 
WATERLOO 
CONCORDIA 


a] 
& 


LEXINGTON 
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NEW ORLEANS 
SHREVEPORT 
BANGOR 
CARIBOU 
PORTLAND 
BALTIMORE 
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ALPENA 
DETROIT 

FLINT 

GRAND RAPIDS 
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** Not Available 








Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin December 7, 2004 








Agricultural Weather Data Compiled by USDA’s Stoneville Field Office 


Weather Data for the Week Ending December 4, 2004 





Data provided by the Mississippi State Delta Research and Extension Center (DREC) 
and the University of Missouri Extension Commercial Agriculture Program. 


TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION SOlL TEMP, 





NUMBER OF DAYS 


TEMP. °F PRECIP 





STATES 
AND 
STATIONS 


> 


AVERAGE 
MAX/MUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
EXTREME 
HIGH 
EXTREME 
LOW 
AVERAGE 
DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMAL 
WEEKLY 
TOTAL, IN 
DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMAL 
GREATEST IN 
24-HOUR, IN 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE Dec 1 
PCT. NORMAL 
SINCE Dec 1 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE Jan 1 
PCT. NORMAL 
SINCE Jan 1 
AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 

90 AND ABOVE 
32 AND BELOW 
01 INCH 

OR MORE 

50 INCH 

OR MORE 





MISSISSIPPI 
INDIANOLA 1S 
INVERNESS SE 
LYON 
MACON 
ONWARD 


PERTHSHIRE 


aw o 
& & & 
ew 
ann 
aon 
oo 
w 
an 


nN 
oO © 
wo wo Ww 
“_.) . 
io 
a=- ON 


w ¢ 
> © ¢ 
an 

on-< 


SCOTT 


wo 
4 


STARKVILLE 
TUNICA 1W 
VANCE 


=-NN=|=NN = 


rs 
o ® ~ 
oO @ 


a 


Yew www 
oO & @ 
4 
° 


VERONA 


STONEVILLE 


yw 
rs 


x 


» 
® 

re) 

iO 
coooooocoaco0o0csd 
Ores Ws COWON=H OO 


N=N=FNNNNN ANN W 


~=-NnN0 


oo 
N= 


BRUNSWICK 
NOVELTY 
MONROE CITY 
GREEN RIDGE 
AUXVASSE 
SANBORN FIELD 
COLUMBIA 
VERSAILLES 
COOK STATION 
LAMAR 

DELTA 


N 
»eceeceo 
oG On G< 


~ 


® 


~“O0+0090 
=] 


wm oo oy un ¢ 
© © “ON 
4 


a 
» © 
> 
is) 


& 


N 


2 
> 
56 25 


ww ¢ 
m < 


a 


CHARLESTON 
GLENN 
CLARKTON 
PORTAGEVILLE DC 31 
PORTAGEVILLE LF 30 
STEELE 1 ~ 8 32 


CARDWELL 1 | 29 42 


© 


a 
4 
» 
% 
oooo+-00 


AOowe 
> 


@ 


wm ¢ 
& 


28 


“© 
co) 


wo 
NI 


ooo 


oO 

- © 

N © 

= 
° 


PP eae ee at ee ee 
f 

> 

> 


~_—@ 
9OODDAOOWNN < 


nS) 












































coooooooooeo0co0c0o0c00co0oc0°0 , 
aBaNN WEE UMAAALAANVAAUNUWD : 
NNNNNNNN YO FW W WWW WWW , 
NNBNNABANNBH BOC OOOOOONON, 


























Compiled by USDA/OCE/WAOB's Stoneville Field Office. 

* Based on 1971-2000 normals. 

- Sufficient data not available. 

NW = Northwest; NC = North Central; NE = Northeast; WC = West Central; C = Central; EC = East Central; SW = Southwest; SE = Southeast. 


Weather and Crop Summary for the Mississippi Delta: The Delta received notable amounts of rain early in the week and again at 
week's end, maintaining wet conditions, leaving additional standing water, and preventing fieldwork. In recent weeks, there have been 
limited opportunities to dry out between storm systems. In addition, cool weather lowered evaporation rates and many areas 
experienced their first freeze of the season. The early-December freeze, which followed highs near 70°F on November 29, did not 
appear to harm winter grains or other agricultural interests 








Note: For information on the weather stations in the Missouri Bootheel 
and recently added stations elsewhere in the State, please visit 


http: //agebb.missouri.eduAveather/stations/index.htm 
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National Agricultural Summary 





November 29 - December 5, 2004 
Weekly National Agricultural Summary provided by USDA/NASS 





Warm, dry conditions prevailed across the 
northern Great Plains and northern Corn 
Belt, favoring final harvest of corn and 
soybeans. Elsewhere in the Corn Belt, 
temperatures were above normal, with light 
to moderate rainfall. In the central and 
southern Great Plains, temperatures 
averaged below normal and conditions were 
mostly dry, though lingering wetness from 
earlier rains continued to hamper harvest of 
summer crops in Texas. Temperatures 
were below normal in the Delta and 





HIGHLIGHTS 


neighboring areas of the Southeast, with 
moderate rainfall. In the southern Atlantic 
Coast States, conditions were cool and dry, 
while moderate precipitation and 
above-normal temperatures prevailed along 
the middle and northern Atlantic Coast. 
Light but widespread precipitation fell in the 
Rocky Mountains, where temperatures were 
well below normal. Further west, dry 
conditions and below-normal temperatures 
dominated the Pacific Northwest, 
Southwest, and Great Basin. 














Snow Depth 


{inches} 








Vakies -249 are printed th a torger ford 


Snow depth at 122 


The NWS cooperative network Is the priteipal 
source of the snow depth reparts 


NOSA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 
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international Weather and Crop 
Summary 


November 2004 
MONTHLY DATA FROM SELECTED FOREIGN CITIES 


CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER-NCEP-NWS-NOAA 
*** DATA NOT AVAILABLE 








November 28 - December 4, 2004 
International Weather and Crop Highlights and Summaries 
provided by USDA/WAOB 





HIGHLIGHTS 


EUROPE: Much-needed rain favored winter grains establishment 
across France, Spain, and Italy, and winter crops continued to enter 


dormancy in Germany and Poland 


FSU-WESTERN: Above-normal temperatures favored dormant winter 
grains in Ukraine and most of the Southern Region in Russia, while an 
adequate snow cover protected crops from unseasonably cold weather 
in northern Russia 


AUSTRALIA: 


Australia favored winter grain harvesting, while showers in northern 


Mostly dry weather in western and southeastern 


New South Wales and Queensland locally benefited summer crops 


MIDDLE EAST: Cold weather stressed winter grains in central Turkey 


and prompted winter grains to begin entering dormancy across central 
Turkey and western Iran 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Widespread rain favored winter grain 
germination in Morocco, but rain is needed across Algeria and Tunisia 


after 3 weeks of mostly dry weather 


SOUTH AFRICA: Welcomed rain stretched across the com belt, 


benefiting germinating summer crops 


EASTERN ASIA: Light showers favored vegetative winter crops in 


China, while showers from Typhoon Nanmadol caused flooding in 
Taiwan and southem Japan 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Heavy showers from Typhoon Nanmadol 
caused widespread flooding in the northern Philippines, while 
seasonably heavy showers in Indonesia boosted moisture supplies for 


main-season rice 


BRAZIL: Mostly dry weather promoted fieldwork in the south, and 


beneficial raincovered the northeastern interior and center-west Brazil 


ARGENTINA: Rain continued to boost soil moisture for summer crops 


but hampered wheat harvesting. 


ISWITZE 


KERMAN HAMBURG 
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Based on Preliminary Reports 
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November 2004 


PRECIPITATION |COUNTRY CITY TEMPERATURE 
C) (MM) 





(COUNTRY CITY TEMPERATURE PRECIPITATION 
(C) (MM) 


( 


H LO DPART AVG AVG Hi LO DPART 
MAX MIN AY TOTAL F/NRM MAX MAX TOTAL F/NRM 
UKRAIN KHARKOV = - 13-11 2 37 -6 TOGO LOME 16 6 


RUSSIA VOLGOGRAD :) 3. C-11 3 2.9 16 -14 BURKIN OUAGADOUGOU c 2 3 g 9 1.1 10 8 
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MIDDLE EAST 
Acress Turkey, ecarly-week unseasonably 
(minimum temperatures -12 to -19 degrees C) covered the 
central Plateau, but widespread snow cover protected winter 
By week's end, however, much warmer weather 


weathers 


cold 
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prevailed (minimum temperatures r 
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dry weather pr 
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EASTERNASIA 
2 hi showers (less than 10 mm) maintained adequate soil 
moisture for the establishment of cilseeds in the Sichuan 
Basin and winter wheat on the North China Plain. Average 
temperatures below 3 degrees C eased winter wheat into 


dormancy in the northern growing areas, while wheat 
| 
+ 


remained vegetative elsewhere. Showers (10-30 mm or 
more) from Typhoon Nanmadoi eased long-term dryness in 
the southeastern provinces of Fujian and Zhejiang. Heavier 
showers (50-200 mm or more) from the storm caused 
flooding from Taiwan to southern Japan. In Japan, the 
flooding exacerbated wetness in areas that have been 
routinely affected by tropical cyctones this year 
Temperatures were | to 5 degrees C above normal 
throughout the region. 


EASTERN ASIA 
Total Precipitsition (mm) 
NOV 28 - DEC 4, 2004 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA 
Typhoon Nanmadol (130 knots} crossed Luzon in the 
northern Philippines. causing widespread flooding to mayor 
tice and com areas, Heavy showers (50-190 mm) extended 
into the east-central Philippines, while mostly dry weather 
in the south. In Indonesia, showers remainec 
200 mm or more) and widespread, boosting 
moisture supplies for vegetative rice in Java and oil palm in 


Sumatra. 
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ZO BRAZIL 
BRAZIL Warm, mostly dry weather (scattered amounts less than 
Total Precipitation (mm) 20 mm) covered much of southern Brazil (Parana 
NOV 28 - DEC 4, 2004 southward), favoring soybean and corn planting. The 
drier weather also aided winter wheat h 
Further north, a large band of showers 
extended from Mato Grosso to Minas Gerais, 
Tocantins, and western Bahia, favor soybean 
development. Temperatures averaged rees C 
above normal across most of Brazil. g 
independent analyst Satras ¢ Mercado, soybeans were 
90 percent planted as of December 3, slightly behind 


las stycar *s pace. 
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Bau Be, ARGENTINA 
id rain (10-75 mm) continued across the 


icultural areas, boosting soil moisture 

for summer crop germination and 
establishment but likely causing additional problems 
with the winter wheat harvest. Near- to above-nom 

rapid summe 
ination. with high temperatures generally rangin 
from the lower 30s degrees C in southeastern Buenos 
\ires to the upper 30s degree C in the more northerly 
rangeland and cotton areas. According to Argentina’s 
sriculture, sunseed, corn, and soyb 

, ercent phemted, respectively, as of 
December 3. with deve elopment of all crops 
progressing ahead of last year's paces. In addition 
winter wheat was 28 percent harvested compared with 


39 percent last year 


ARGENTINA 
Total Pracipitation (mm) 


NOV 28 - DEC 4, 2004 
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